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Dave applies a goal-oriented and nimble approach to helping clients solve their most 

challenging problems.

Dave focuses on Superfund investigation and remediation, air quality, surface and groundwater 

quality, environmental issues in real estate transactions, Proposition 65, and endangered species 

and natural resources policy and permitting. His practice involves litigating claims for costs, guiding

clients through environmental investigation and remediation, and advising clients on federal and 

California-specific requirements and policies. Dave regularly represents clients before California 

regulators and agencies, and frequently assists both in-state and out-of-state clients navigate 

California’s uniquely challenging and rigorous statutory and administrative landscape.

Dave counsels clients in the following areas:

• Litigation and counseling arising out of federal and California environmental and land use 

statutes and regulations, including the Comprehensive Environmental Response, 

Compensation and Liability Act of 1980 (CERCLA), the Clean Water Act, the Clean Air Act, 

Proposition 65, CEQA, NEPA, and the Endangered Species Act, and their California analogues

• Representing clients in federal and state courts and before government agencies, including 

the California Water Boards, Air Pollution Control Districts, U.S. Environmental Protection 

Agency, and other federal, state, and local agencies

• Prosecution and defense of claims for recovery of environmental cleanup costs and related 

damages

• Environmental liability and regulatory requirements in due diligence and real estate 

transactions

• Endangered species permitting, conservation, and associated credit mechanisms

Education

• Northwestern University  (B.A., 2002)

• University of California College of the Law - San Francisco (formerly known as UC Hastings)

 (J.D., magna cum laude, 2010)

o Senior Articles Editor, Hastings Law Journal

mailto:dmetres@bdlaw.com


o Order of the Coif

o Pro Bono Honors

Bar Admissions

• California

Court Admissions

• U.S. District Court – Northern District of California

• U.S. District Court – Eastern District of California

• U.S. District Court - Central District of California

• U.S. District Court – Southern District of California

• U.S. District Court – New Mexico

Professional Affiliations

• Bar Association of San Francisco

• American Bar Association

Community Involvement

• Bar Association of San Francisco, Environmental Law Section

o Executive Committee, Chair (2018)

o Member (2011–2022)

• California Lawyers Association, Environmental Law Section

o Legislation Committee, Member (2019–present)

• Truckee Dirt Union, Board of Directors

• Palisades Tahoe, National Ski Patrol member (2022-present)

Honors & Awards

• The Best Lawyers in America©, a Best Lawyers® publication, recognition in Environmental 

Law (2020-2025)

• Super Lawyers, part of Thomson Reuters, San Francisco, Super Lawyer (2022 - 2025)

• Super Lawyers, part of Thomson Reuters, San Francisco, Rising Star (2015 - 2020)

• Recipient, State Bar of California Real Property Law Section Morning Star Award (2014)



Professional Background

Before joining Beveridge & Diamond, Dave was a partner at Barg Coffin Lewis & Trapp, LLP, a San 

Francisco-based firm dedicated exclusively to the practice of environmental law. Earlier in his 

career, Dave was an associate at an AmLaw 100 firm and interned with the U.S. Department of 

Justice Environmental and Natural Resources Division and the Major Crimes Unit of the U.S. 

Attorney’s Office for the Northern District of California. Prior to his legal career, Dave served as a 

Peace Corps Volunteer in Nicaragua.

Representative Matters

• Counseling a major industrial company in investigation, remediation, and litigation regarding

hexavalent chromium and volatile organic compounds (VOCs) in groundwater at a major 

Superfund site in Southern California.

• Representing a railroad transportation company regarding investigation, remediation, and 

litigation of abandoned uranium mines in New Mexico.

• Counseling a railroad transportation company in investigation and CERCLA litigation matters 

arising from historic activities at several sites in California, Arizona, New Mexico, and 

Colorado.

• Representing railroad transportation companies in prosecution and defense of cost recovery 

and breach of contract claims related to environmental contamination.

• Defending a Fortune 500 company in dozens of lawsuits by public and private water districts 

alleging contamination of drinking water with an agricultural fumigant.

• Counseling railroad transportation companies, engineering firms, oil recycler, and renewable 

energy and wine industry trade groups in administrative advocacy before the U.S. 

Environmental Protection Agency, the California State Water Resources Control Board and 

the Regional Water Quality Control Boards, Air Pollution Control Districts, the California 

Department of Toxic Substances Control, and local Certified Unified Program Agencies.

• Counseling Fortune 500 and start-up companies in environmental due diligence and real 

estate transactions.

• Counseling and defending of 20+ businesses in defense of Proposition 65 lawsuits, and 

implementation of Proposition 65 compliance programs.

• Successfully prosecuted insurance coverage claims on behalf of individuals (arising from the 

Ghost Ship Fire tragedy in Oakland, CA) and on behalf of businesses (numerous), including 

in federal court.

• Representing quasi-public water utility in affirmative and defensive enforcement matters 

arising under federal and state environmental laws.

• Counseling an international environmental non-profit on a cutting-edge credit exchange 

program in California to provide habitat and mitigation credits for endangered species.



• Representing businesses and individuals in civil and criminal litigation, including citizen suits 

alleging violations of federal and state environmental laws.

• Pro bono work on behalf of: mountain bike access advocacy groups in San Francisco, 

California; community groups in CEQA, species, wetlands, and public review processes; and 

individuals seeking Special Immigrant Juvenile Status and asylum.
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