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Parker guides complex projects to successful completion.

His environmental law practice is an outgrowth of his love for the natural world. He co-chairs
Beveridge & Diamond’s Natural Resources and Project Development Practice Group and its NEPA,
Wetlands, and Endangered Species Act groups.

Parker dedicates his practice to successful project development, advising clients nationwide on
activities implicating NEPA, wetlands regulation, and federal and state species protection laws,
including the Endangered Species Act, Migratory Bird Treaty Act, Bald and Golden Eagle Protection
Act, and CITES. He also defends clients against agency enforcement actions and citizen suits,
applying his substantive knowledge of natural resources law and project development to craft
creative, sound, and successful legal strategies.

Parker brings a balanced approach to working on high profile projects to meet the objectives of
developers and the legal demands of state and federal regulators. Clients involve him at all stages
of project development, from initial project conception and design to defense of completed
facilities. He frequently is called on to help get projects back on track when they are delayed by
permitting complications and other regulatory issues, bringing to bear his extensive experience to
identify innovative and effective solutions. In all cases, Parker’s goal is to help his clients complete
legally-defensible projects on time and on budget.

Before joining B&D, Parker clerked at the White House Council on Environmental Quality. He also is
a professionally-trained wetlands ecologist and has years of experience identifying wetlands,
obtaining jurisdictional determinations from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, surveying for
protected species, and drafting NEPA documents.

Education

* Sewanee: The University of the South (B.S., 1999)
o Natural Resources

* Vermont Law School (J.D., magna cum laude, 2004)

Bar Admissions
* District of Columbia
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Virginia

Court Admissions

U.S. Supreme Court

U.S. Court of Appeals - Fourth Circuit

U.S. Court of Appeals - Tenth Circuit

U.S. District Court - District of Columbia

U.S. District Court - Eastern District of Virginia
U.S. District Court - Western District of Virginia

Professional Affiliations

American Bar Association

District of Columbia Building Industry Association

Honors & Awards

The Legal 500, recognition in Environmental Regulatory Law (2019-2023)

Lawdragon Green 500: Leaders in Environmental Law (2023, 2024)

Super Lawyers, part of Thomson Reuters, Washington, DC, Super Lawyer (2018-2023)
Super Lawyers, part of Thomson Reuters, Washington, DC, Rising Star (2013-2017)
Capital Pro Bono Honor Roll, High Honors Recognition (2021)

Representative Matters

Parker’s experience includes:

Serving as lead national wetlands and NEPA counsel to the developer of a 16,000-acre
reservoir that will provide drinking water to the country’s fastest-growing counties in which
the Clean Water Act (CWA) Section 404 permit, issued in February 2018, is one of the
largest in nearly 20 years - authorizing the inundation of almost 6,000 acres of wetlands and
125 miles of streams, and requiring over 21,000 acres of mitigation.

Serving as joint counsel to nine upstream and midstream oil and natural gas companies in
the development of one of the largest habitat conservation plans in the history of the
Endangered Species Act (ESA), designed to authorize the incidental take of five bat species
associated with project development across three states for a period of 50 years.
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* Serving as ESA and NEPA counsel to energy industry clients in the development of the
Nationwide Candidate Conservation Agreement with Assurances for Monarch Butterfly on
Energy and Transportation Lands.

* Serving as coalition counsel to national trade associations to address ESA listing decisions
with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS).

* Assisting federal lawmakers in drafting legislation to streamline project development under
NEPA, reform the ESA, and expedite the CWA permitting process.

* Defending one of North America’s leading railroad companies against the largest CWA citizen
suit in U.S. history, with claimed damages of $4 trillion, leading to successful resolution of
alleged unpermitted discharges of coal from railcars to waterbodies and wetlands throughout
Washington State.

* Representing members of the oil and gas industry in the development of one of the first ever
general conservation plans under the ESA to authorize incidental take of listed species.

* As an appointed special Attorney General, helping state Departments of Transportation build
administrative records to support their highway projects and successfully defended them
against citizen suits under NEPA.

* Developing unique protocols approved by the FWS for oil and gas companies to advance
projects without first obtaining incidental take permits under the ESA.

* On behalf of a Fortune 200 company, negotiating the settlement of the second largest CWA
enforcement action in Virginia history.

* Successfully defending a $250 million Kansas intermodal facility and its wetlands permit
against a citizen suit challenge under the CWA and NEPA.

* Defending an international wireless telecommunications company against federal criminal
investigations for alleged violations of the ESA, the Migratory Bird Treaty Act, and the Bald
and Golden Eagle Protection Act, resulting in a declination of prosecution by the U.S.
Department of Justice.

* Authoring a pivotal U.S. Supreme Court amicus brief cited approvingly by Justice Scalia in
the controversial wetlands regulation case, Rapanos v. United States.
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