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Zach is a former Attorney-Advisor in the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Office
of General Counsel.

Whether advising policymakers in the executive branch, legislative branch, or private sector, Zach
takes a goals-oriented approach to his client’s needs—often drawing connections across
environmental programs. He helps clients obtain and defend Clean Air Act (CAA) permits for energy
and data center infrastructure, among other types of facilities, and defends clients in CAA
enforcement and litigation matters. Zach also advises major corporations and trade associations on
matters ranging from rulemaking advocacy, compliance counseling, investigations, and negotiations
with government agencies. He focuses on the CAA and its state and international analogues
(including, for example, international hydrofluorocarbon (HFC) and greenhouse gas (GHG)
emissions trading schemes), but also has regulatory and litigation experience with the Clean Water
Act (CWA), Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA),
and Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act (FIFRA),

Zach has served as both a career lawyer and political appointee for the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency’s Office of General Counsel. In these roles, he advised policymakers and senior
agency officials on high-profile, complex initiatives and congressional oversight matters touching
every major EPA program office. His work focused extensively on air pollution, air quality, GHGs,
and climate issues under the CAA as well as matters arising under other major EPA statutes. Zach
advised EPA policymakers on dozens of CAA rulemakings involving federal-state regulatory issues,
including nonattainment area designations, state implementation plans (SIPs), interstate air
pollution under the CAA’s “"Good Neighbor” provisions, and implementation of the National Ambient
Air Quality Standards (NAAQS). His work also included rulemakings addressing emissions during
periods of startup, shutdown, and malfunction.

Beyond air regulation, Zach served as lead EPA counsel for litigation involving the Fifth
Amendment’s Takings Clause, including physical and regulatory takings claims arising from agency
actions under the CAA, CWA, CERCLA, and FIFRA. He also served as lead EPA counsel in a novel
constitutional “atmospheric trust” lawsuit.

In addition to his EPA experience, Zach spent two years detailed to the U.S. Senate Committee on
Environment & Public Works—first on a fellowship through the Brookings Institution, and later as
an executive branch detailee. In the Senate, he advised Democratic policymakers on an array of
environmental matters. Zach was deeply involved in drafting and negotiating an important
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bipartisan amendment to the CWA that reformed the regulation of ballast water and similar vessel
discharges for cruise ships, cargo ships, and other large commercial vessels. Zach also assisted in
drafting the bipartisan American Innovation and Manufacturing (AIM) Act, which phases down
HFCs, among other high-profile matters.

Zach has received numerous awards for his professional work, including EPA's Gold Medal for
Exceptional Service, and the U.S. Department of Justice Assistant Attorney General's Award for
Excellence. He continues his passion for public service through pro bono legal work involving
federal civil rights and immigration matters.

Education

* College of William and Mary (B.A., 2010)
o Environmental Policy, Government

* Lewis & Clark (J.D., magna cum laude, 2013)

o Environmental & Natural Resources Law Certificate
Environmental Law Review, Associate Editor
National Moot Court Competition Team
National Animal Law Moot Court Competition Team

o O O O

Cornelius Honor Society

* George Washington University (LL.M., with Highest Honors, 2015)
o Randolph C. Shaw Graduate Fellow in Administrative Law

Bar Admissions
* Virginia

* District of Columbia

Honors & Awards
* Capital Pro Bono High Honor Roll (2021, 2020)

* EPA Bronze Medal for Commendable Service — NSR-SIP litigation (2018)
* EPA Bronze Medal for Commendable Service - Title V permitting team (2017)

* DOIJ Assistant Attorney General's Award for Excellence — Clean Power Plan Litigation Team
(2016)

* EPA Gold Medal for Exceptional Service — Clean Power Plan development (2016)
* EPA Silver Medal for Superior Service - Startup, Shutdown, Malfunction SIP Call (2016)

* Lewis F. Powell, Jr. Medal for Excellence in Advocacy, American College of Trial Lawyers
(2012)
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Professional Affiliations & Activities
* American Bar Association Section of Environment, Energy, and Resources (SEER)

* D.C. Bar Environment, Energy, and Natural Resources (EENR) Community

* Virginia State Bar Environmental Law Section

Publications

Updated August 16, 2022

Inflation Reduction Act Sighed Into Law, Committing $370 Billion to Action on Climate
and Energy

Beveridge & Diamond

July 18, 2022
High Court's New EPA Ruling And Its Long-Term Implications
Law360

July 1, 2022
Key Takeaways from U.S. Supreme Court Decision in West Virginia v. EPA
Beveridge & Diamond

May 9, 2022
End Of Clean Air Act Affirmative Defense Could Hurt Cos.
Law360

April 25, 2022

EPA Renews Efforts to Abolish the Clean Air Act Affirmative Defense; Opportunities for
Industry Involvement

Beveridge & Diamond

Updated March 28, 2022

FERC Adopts a New Draft Policy for Consideration of Greenhouse Gas Impacts in
Environmental Analyses of Applications for Natural Gas Pipeline Certifications
Beveridge & Diamond

November 15, 2021
The Bipartisan Infrastructure Package: What it Means for Energy and Climate
Beveridge & Diamond

November 5, 2021
President Biden Announces New Methane Emissions Reduction Strategy
Beveridge & Diamond
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November 4, 2021

U.S. Supreme Court Agrees to Review Scope of EPA Authority over Power Plant
Greenhouse Gas Emissions

Beveridge & Diamond

October 26, 2021

EPA Releases for Public Comment an Ambitious and Cross-Agency Climate Change and
Environmental Justice Plan

Beveridge & Diamond

October 7, 2021
EPA Finalizes Rule Phasing Down Hydrofluorocarbons
Beveridge & Diamond

September 2021

B&D Attorneys Edit, Author the Environment and Climate Chapters of Lexology Getting
the Deal Through 2022

Lexology Getting The Deal Through

August 13, 2021
Biden Paves the Way for Zero-Emission Vehicles
Beveridge & Diamond

May 12, 2021
EPA Emphasizes Environmental Justice in HFC Phasedown
Beveridge & Diamond

UPDATED 05/19/2021
EPA Proposes Its First Rule Controlling HFCs Under the AIM Act
Beveridge & Diamond

February 4, 2021
D.C. Circuit Vacates Trump ACE Rule: What's Next for Power Plant CO2 Regulation?
Beveridge & Diamond

Updated January 8, 2021

Prepared for Takeoff: EPA Finalizes First-Ever Domestic Greenhouse Gas Standards for
Aircraft

Beveridge & Diamond



	Zachary B. Pilchen
	Education
	Bar Admissions
	Honors & Awards
	Professional Affiliations & Activities
	Publications


